


‘We care!” makes all the difference

Each of you isdoing agresat job. The evidence
is the kudos coming from those outside our
organization. By thetime you read thiswewill have
completed a couple thousand arcraft operations
through Westover ARB since Feb 2.

Things are running well and those of you I've
talked to like the contribution you are making.We
haveintegratedthe TDY help into our operations
and you have made these folks fed a home. We
have garted to see returning troops and cargo
within the last couple of weeks.The welcome home
you givethese soldiers, sdlors, Marinesand airmen
has been firgt class The arcrews and warriors
passing through often ask me how we can keep
doing thisa dl hours. My answer issmple: “We
carelld And that mekes dl the difference in the
world.

Asfa asfuture operations, | will predict that werall out of 24-hour operations by
July 1. At that time we will assume 16/7 ops. | Hill see arather robust role for our aircraft
and aircrews through the summer. When | can nail this down with Air Mobility Com-
mand | will get the word out. Our wing is not in this AEF bucket, however | would
expect acal for volunteers on MPA toursto fulfill the new tasking thet will arise out of
Operation Irrfgi Freedom. More to follow as the picture becomes clesr.

On afind note, | wish to say goodbye to one of our best leaders. Retirement cdlsto
Lt. Col. JamesP. Carey, 42nd Aerid Port Squadron Commander. He has made a career
of taking care of his people and hasled the “Red Hats’ to outstanding achievementsin
thelast couple of years, culminating in the present operations and the squadron being
sdected asthe Outstanding AM C-gained aerid port for 2002. A job well done Jmmy, we
will missyou!

Thanks again everyonefor dl you do!

by Brig. Gen. Martin M. Mazick
439%th Airlift Wing Commander

Sergeant thanks Patriot Wing members

Brig. Gen. Mazck, himsdf with emergency medical skill, and
It's not every day someone falls off an - helped me out.
airplane, but if | achoice, | would do Onething | learned from PSAB
it again at Westover. is“ Onefight, oneteam,” and \\estover
Thank you for the card, and thank truly lives up to it. Once again, thank you
you for Lt. Cal. Kohut, Lt. Col. Moore, for taking care of me. \estover is definitely
and the chief engineer, taking ther timeto  the* Super Wing” !

vigt me.
| amtruly impressed with thefire CURTISLEW, MSgt, USAF
department’sresponsetime, and the Hight Engineer, 21% Airlift Squadron

meintenance individual who identified TravisAFB, Cdlif.

Briefs

Girl Scouts donate
summer sessions

The Girl Scouts of the Pioneer Valley
are donating summer sessonsfor children
that have a parent who might be an acti-
vated reservis.

Thescoutsare donating two one-week
sessons a day or overnight camp for two
girlswhoseparentisactivated andfiinandaly
needy. Day campisofferedfor first through
12"-graders, while overnight campers are
second through 12th-graders.

Campisoffered at Chicopee State Park
July 21-25, duly 28-Aug. 1, and Aug. 4-8.
Overnight camp is available June 28-Aug.
15

Thosepeopleinterested shoul d contact
TSgt. Kim Babin at the family support cen-
ter at Ext. 3024 or e-mail at
kimberly.babin@westover.af . mil.

85th APS changes
command at Hanscom

The 85" Aerid Port Squadron, located
a Hanscom AFB, Mass, has a new com-
meander. Mg. Henry G Birkdalerecently took
command of the squadron from Lt. Col.
Robert B. Bremmer.

BirkddeenligedintheAir Forcein 1977
and, for his firgt tour, served in Air Force
Intelligence in West Berlin, Germany and
theNationa Security Agency at Fort Meede,
Md. He re-entered the Air Force in 1985,
through theAir Force ROTC program at &
Micheel’sCollege, Winooski, Vt.

TFEBH*‘APSisa%eogra)hicdlysqo&
rated unit of the 439" Airlift Wing. The
sguadron’smissionisto safely load and un-
load cargo and passengersonaircraft. More
t@S%S]O men and women are assigned to
t !
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BACK HOME - (From left) Maj.
Charles R. Kerr, MSgt. Steven P.
Savage, and SrA. Rebecca E. Hinch,
439th AES, were among the first four
Westover reservists to return from
Operation Iragi Freedom on May 2.
In what has become common at the
base following the end of combat
operations in Irag, a welcoming
party greeted the AES members on
the flight line. For more on the AES
return and what their mission
entailed in Irag, see page 3.

— photo by MSgt. W.C. Pope




Westover greets its first reservists returning from war

Westover volunteer Margaret Cote greets
MSgt. Steven P. Savage, 439th AES, as he
arrives at Westover on May 2 following his 38
days serving in Operation Iragi Freedom.

Medical specialists wins hearts of Kurds in northern Iraq

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

Two Westover medicd specidisswonthe
hearts of the Kurdish
whileservingasamedicd liaisonteamfor Army
oo h village officids and negot

Teawith vi icds iations
for the services gfgle nterpreters are part of the
life of Capt. Cdl, amedical services coordina
tor, and Capt. Mark aflight nurse.

Thetwo 439" AES officersare serving in
the homeland of the Kurds in northern Irag
wherethey areacting asaliaisonteamfor aero-
medical evacuation. Their job is to move
wounded or injured troops out of the AOR to
aress where they can receive more complete
medica care. They have been in northern Iraq
snce late March.

“The locd Kurdish eloveus. T
sad they would like to the 51 U.S.
date,” Capt. Ca wrote in a recent email to
CCCMSgt. Jeffrey Sherwin, 439%th AW com-
mand chief master sergeant.

“I hadanofficid vigtwiththevillagemayor
to try to find inter| IE‘)ae]zlters to help at our entry
control points. Wehad teaiin hisvillage office”
hewrote. Hed so negotiated with the Kurdsfor
bulk weter.

Capt. Cd described their ariva inanother

Articleand photo
by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

American flags, smiles mixed with emo-
tionandrdief, welcomed thefirs four Westover
reservisswho returned from their 38-day tour
of duty in Operation Iragi Freedom.

Thefirg of five aeromedicd evacuation
liaison team (AELT) members from the 439"

| Aeromedica Evacuaion Squadronarivedina

C-5 a Westover on May 2.

The AES memberswho were aboard the
Dover AFB, Ddl., C-5 were Mg. Charles R.
Kerr, Capt. Danid J. McCarthy, M Sgt. Steven
P. Savage, and STA. Rebecca E. Hinch. About
30octher Air Forcepersonne fromNellisAFB,
Nev., were the other ers.

While the Néllis members were dressed
in desert uniforms, it was easy to spot the
Westover reservisswhoworetheir battledress
uniforms for the flight.

Kerr was the firs Westover member to
shake hands with Brig. Gen. Martin M.
Mazick, 439" AW commander. Kerr, wholives
insoutheastern M assachusetts, | ooked forward
tothefind leg of histrip home.

“Itfedsgreat,” Kerr sad. “Wewereaway
for only amonth and ahalf. But that’salong
tlmewhen everythingwasgoing ontheway it
was.”

Kerr and the other three AES members
make up an AELT team. The reservids sup-
ported Army and Marinemedicad airlift opera:

e-mail tranamitted to the Command Chief by
cdll phone hooked up to alap top.
“QOur jobwasto support Army troopswho

e of northern Irag jumped into Iraq from C-17s and secured a

very remote arfield a couple of days earlier.
They were fortunate to have minimum inju-
ries, but still needed long-term aeromedica
evacuation. At thelast minute, onthelast flight
into our areg, theflight nurse and myself filled
the last two open seets on a C-17. We could

only bring one bag and an iridium cell phone.

Nothing ese. If we couldn’t carry it, wehad to
leave it behind, including the rest of our team
and dl our equipment,” Capt. Cd wrote.

They had been in a country near the Irag
border beforemovingtoAviano, Italy, inantici-
petion of deployingtolrag. LeftbehindinAviano
Werheradioope“atorsTSgt. Paul and SSgt. Ken-
neth.

More than three weeks after Capt. Ca
wrote the e-mail note, the two radio operators
weredill inAviano and the two medicd offic-
erswere living day to day with one spare uni-
form and what they had been ableto carry in-
country.

“The firg night we arrived Mark and |
dept on thefloor of the forward surgical team
patient holding tent. After that, we borrowed
two cots and found atent we could share with

tions during the war.

A group of flag-waving Westover work-
es, ranging from USO volunteersto civilian
employessand rr;?\/ists, gatrl?gred outddethe

termina to greet the group. .
pass%qg on hand to 8ve| comeghomep the re-
savigs was Cal. Bdinda R. Morrone, AES
commander. “It'swonderful. I'm redlly happy
to see them back.” Morrone said. “I’ve been
looking forward to getting them back here”

CCMSgt. Jeffrey B. Sherwin, 439" AW
commeand chief master sergeant, joined Mazick
and Morronewith thewe coming party onthe
flightline.

A former AES member, Sherwin is the
wing commander’s senior enlisted advisor
now.Hewaspleasadtosee ereturnwhom
he had trained for just an event. Sherwin
was NCOIC of an AESAELT during Opera:
tion Desart Storm in 1991.

“We venever hadthismany AELT teams
deployed before, evenduring thefirst Gulf Wer,”
hesad. “Wehad two AELT teamsduring thet
war.”

As of press time, misson requirements
had not dlowed the remaining four Westover
AELT teams to come home. The reservists
aredill kept busy with evacueting peoplewho
may beinjured by unexploded ordinance and
other events from the war in Irag.

More than 60 Westover reservigts were
gtill deployed in early May in Americals con-
tinuing war on terror.

[ s ==
F

Capt. Mark poses with some of the Kurds
with whom Americans have built rapport in
recent weeks.

eight other people. Thetents are smdl, so the
cotsalmost touch each other,” Capt. Cd wrote.
“There€'s not much where we are now.

2 |RAQ on page 9



Reservists activated in comm, aerial port, family support

While the war continued to wind downin
Irag, 55 moreWestover reservigts were acti-
vaed - including a unit mobilized to support
the huge cargo volumethat sill moved through
thebasewd l intoApril.

An MPF mohilization line in the Dining
Facility processed 40 aerid porters, 11 mem-
bers ot the 439th Communications Squadron,
two members of Wing Safety and one each in
the Military Personndl Hight and Family Sup-
port Center.

The communications specidigts caled to
active duty include members assigned to com-
puter support, communications security and
runway communications support.

Almogt dl of theactivated 42nd APS erid
porterrg had dgevi ously ser(\)/fed athéueast two
months on days in rt of 24-hour
tions since the gart ofpt%% Enduring Frﬁm
surge in February.

They include the full gamut of aerid port
specidtiesto kegp C-5s, equipment and troops
moving, including membersto support loading
operations, ATOC, passenger servicesand fleet
SErvices.

Lt. Col. James Carey, 42nd APS com-
mander, expressed confidence in the ahility of
his agrid porters to carry on the grudling air
bridge mission. “We ve been here 60 days. We
know what's going on. We're reaedy for any-
thing they throw a us” he said.

Airmen experience first class Patriot ng receptlon

Artideand photo
by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

The armen who supported thefirgt strike
Andrews AFB commander

praises Westover welcome

Dear General Mazck,

One of my pilots, Lt. Cal. Craig
Edkins, recently returned from Operation
Iragi Freedom, where he supported General
Franks flying mission.

Colone Edkins had the pleasure of
trangting through WWestover ARB and came
back to Andrews Snging praises for the
warmreception heand hisfdlow travelers
received.

| want to personally thank the men and
women of \\estover, both military and
civilian, who took the time to leave their
homesin the middle of the night to welcome
our airmen to American soil.

Their gratitudeto our returning troops
is&sartwarningandl know much appreci-
ateq.

Thank you for taking care of themin
such afirgd-classstyle. | hopeto be ableto
do the same for yours one day!

Sincerdly,

GLENN E. SPEARS

Brigedier Gengrd, USAF

Commander, 89thAirlift Wing

Among the activated aerid porters was
TSgt. Philip Nadeau who is employed as a
manufacturing engineer at V.S. Tsubaki,
Chicopee.

During Desart Shield and Desert Storm
he served here nine monthswith the42nd Red
Hats. From last June through September he

waswith 21 other aerid portersat Al UdeldAB,
Qatar.

Nadeauwill serveastheaerid port liaison
to the Command Post. He volunteered for ac-
tivation, hesaid, “to protect the country, tokeep
my 22 nieces and nephews free”

Airlift control flight deploys to Baghdad

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

Theliving conditionsareprimitive, but the
sense of being in the eye of the storm is a
moraebooster for membersof the439" Airlift
Control Hight serving in Baghdad, said ther
commeander, Lt. Col. James.

TheALCFmembers|eft Westover onApril
29 aboard a C-17 Globemadter I11.

Their job isto conduct the ar flow at the
Baghdad arport until a more permanent op-
erations support sguadron and command post
areestablished.

Upon arriva, the Patriot Wing members
were hilleted in hardened facilities without
power or water a the Baghdad airport. InMay
they were dill awaiting the erection of arda
tively more comfortable tent city.

hdﬁ)ltetheaﬂereoondltlons duty at the
Bag arport hasitsrewards, Lt. Col. James

“Thls isthe best operationd thing we've

of Operation Iragi Freedom were thefirdt re-
turning troops to land a Westover on April
19. They came home with lifdong bragging
rightsthat they serviced the F-117sthet deliv-
ered the four GBU 27 2,000-pound bombs
on a Saddam bunker on the opening night of
the campaign to liberate the Iragi people.

The 73 armen experienced awelcome
fit for heroes when they touched American
il a Westover. The Petriot Wing spoke for
al Americawhenit cheered the 49" FW mu-
nitions systems and maintenance specidiss
who arrived here after a sop a Rota, Spain
ontherlongflightfromtheir 117 air basein
theAORtoHollomanAFB, N.M.

Brig. Gen. MartinM. Mazick, 43%thAW
commeander, stood at the C-5, shook hands
and repeated 73 times, “We come back!”

Outs dethebunting-draped passenger ter-
mina they were welcomed by a cheering
group that ranged from World Wer |l veter-
ans to scampering children of Patriot Wing
members. Lee Greenwood's* Proud to be an
American” from a tape player sounded the
theme as USO membershanded each airman
asmdl Americanflag.

Unit pridewasonthemind of ~117 crew
chief SrA. Fernando Vasquez of Texas. “I'm
part of the squadron that went out first, hed
the first strike of thiswar. 1t'skind of admi-
rable that we were picked firg, to take out a
target thet firgt night,” he sad.

ever seen in the history of the 439"
ALCEF...thereis so much gaing oniit is unbe-
lievable” the commeander said. The Westover
arlift control specidist are conducting the air
flow of troopsreturning home, the deployment
of fresh troops and equipment into the AOR
and theddivery of humanitarianaid.

SpeskinginMay, Lt. Col. Jamessadthere
were il sniper and RPG (rocket propelled
grenade) skirmishesand fighting between Iregi
factions in Baghdad. Two American soldiers
gaj been killed in attacks in Baghdad within

ays.

Aircraft coming in frequently dispensed
flares dueto the threst assessment. The Patriot
Wing members, like others, kept their weap-
ons with them 24 hours a day and carried the

wegponswhen they moved around the airport.
Alsoin Bq were13 security specid-
igts of the 439" Security Forces Hight, two

membersof theWestover Intdlligenceshopand
afinance specidid.

TOGETHER AGAIN - After six months apart,
Army Specialist Andrew Woodward of Utica,
N.Y., is welcomed home by his wife, Michelle,
in the passenger terminal in April. He served
with the 414" Civil Affairs Group, a Utica Army
Reserve unit, during Operation Iraqi Freedom..

The heroes welcome was the dosing of
a circle for SSgt. Robert Duke of Georgia
Twelveyearsearlier he had been ahigh school

se WEL COME continued on page 5



Security forces squadron reports to first demobilization

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

Days after M-1 tanks rolled into Baghdad, Westover marked a
second milestone in the war on terrorism with the firgt deactivation of
security forces.

OnApril 11, a demohilization line was set up for 25 members of
the 439" Security Forces Squadron who were activated in the after-
math of 9/11. About 20 more members were expected to be deecti-
vaedinearly May.

Brig. Gen. Martin M. Mazick, 439" AW commander, addressed
the security specidids as they sarted the demobilization process. No
one a Westover, he said, paid abigger mobilization price.

“I can't overestimate the vaue of having you here dmost two
years, cregting a safe work environment so we could get the misson
done. Be sure when you get hometo thank your families and employ-
ers” the wing commander said.

The first security specidist through the demobilization line was
SSqt. Chris Dion, who had been in uniform since November, 2001. In
the uncertain days after 9/11, he was among those who bolstered secu-
rity a the gate and reinforced the security patrols on the flightline and
aong the fence perimeter.

Later, he spent sx monthsat MacDill, AFB, Ha,, home of Centrd
Command and Specid Operations, where hisdutiesincluded working
withthe K-9 program. He had his picture taken with Generd Tommy
Franks, commander of Centrd Command.

Now he'splanning to marry the Floridawoman hemet e MacDill
and trandfer to Homestead ARB, Fla. He leaves the PatriotWing with
good memories.

“One of the reasons | switched from the Army to the Air Force
was because | saw the opportunity for activation and agreeter role. It's
definitely beenaninteresting year and ahdf. ThedeploymenttoMacDill
wasared world Stuation,” he said.

TSgt. Tim Brock wes activated just a few weeks after 9/11. He
spent the summer of 2002 & Kagpaun AS, Germany guarding mobile
radar sites supporting Operation Joint Forge Bosniamissions,

Helooked forward to returning to hisjob for the VeteransAdmin-
istration, Northampton. He knows what a long activation means to
those | eft a home.

“| was proud to serve my country. But, it was difficult not know-

ing if you were going to be deploying next week, if you were going to
war

“My wife is not from a military background. It was stressful for
her not knowing. She kept saying, ‘if you've got to go, you've got to
go. | support you dl theway, but...." It wasamogt ardief when | went
to Germany at leest we knew,” he said.

TSgt. ChrisKelam flew Phoenix Raven missionsout of aPakistan
Air Force baseinto Afghanistan fromAugust through December, 2002.
He was part of a 13-member 439" S-S squad headed by MSgt. Greg
Quill which flew security missons on C-130sinto Bahgram Air Base
and the cities of Kandahar, Kogt, Herat and Mazar-e-Sharif whilethey
were in on the frontline of the war on terror.

After working most recently in Combat Arms, he returned to his
jobinthe Chicopee Police Department.

“All the guys who went on the deployment were happy to go to
Afghanigtan. We fdt we did the mission we trained for. There was a
sense of fulfillment after 9/11. | think we al wanted to get over there
and do our part,” Kellam said.

The Boston Globe

| Baghdad falls

photo by MSgt. W.C.Pope

HISTORIC DAY - SSgt. Chris Dion shows off his deactivation papers and
an Iragi Freedom souvenir as the first security forces member through
the demobilization line.

Like others, he agreed that the deployment was toughest on fami-
lies. He left behind his wife and 10-year-old son. “The first sergeart,
Il;/IeSgt.dDa\ Magor, sayedincontact with our families Thet redly helped,”

57|

SA. Raymond Harris was working as security forces ART on
Sept. 11, 2001. He was degping that morning after the midnight shift
when his brother caled with news that planes had crashed into the
World Trade Center. Heimmediately reported to his squadron.

“A lot of othersjust camein. Therewasasenseof pride. They just
knew they had to be here when needed, to prove tha it's not a one
weekend amonth job,” Harrissaid.

M Sgt. Thomas Gaglione returned to his job as an Essex County
Sheriff ater serving as NCOIC of Force Protection. He was among
thefirgt activated following 9/11.

He was among security members who organized a summer pic-
nic for everyone on base and made donations to the Family Support
Center. Security specidists were working 12 hour shifts and many
weredtaying on baseat night. “ The Family Support Center helped alot
of families. When troops were in need, they asssted them,” he said.

Gaglione and others said they were leaving with mixed emotions
whilefdlow security specidists are serving here and oversess. “ That's
the hardest part of being the first group to demohilize” he said.

“The camaraderie of the troops and the mordethey displayed are
going to be missed because | won't bewith them until wejoin back up
onthe UTA...the morde stayed strong through everything,” Gaglione
said, spesking for himsalf and everyone who wears the blue beret.

WEL COME continued from page4
teen cheering the 82 Airbornewhen they camehometo Fort Benning.
Now the F-117 avionics specidist was on the other Sde of thewel com-
ing line. Holding asmal American flag, he recounted 110-degree hest
and ablinding sandstorm that ripped out tent pegs and brought his 76-
member tent down around his heed.

“Youdidawonderful job,” aUSOvolunteer told TSgt. Kathy Riley
of New Mexico, asupply NCOIC. Riley waswith her squadron onthe

flightline on the firgt night when the two returning F117 pilots came
acrosson aflyby and landed. “When they raised their canopies, every-
one cheered.”

Ancther memory is gtting in the mess tent watching TV as a
Saddam gatue toppled.

Between those two events “we liberated alot of people who were
living in fear. These people don't have to live in torment. | think our
being afirg strike unit made adifference” she sad.



Rock solid defense

Westover’s bunker protected nation from nuclear attack

by SA T.R. Oudlette

Roughly 50 years ago amilitary bunker,
known localy as* The Notch,” played an
integral part in our nation's defense. Few
people knew it existed then, and even today,
many till don't fully understand itsrole. It
remains one of Westover’s best-kept secrets.

Carved degp intoAmhers’sBare
Mountain, off Route 116 the atomic-bomb
proof bunker islocated about 11 miles north
of Westover. The bunker lies 32 feet under
the ground, has an 18-inch-thick concrete
floor, and a four-foot-thick, lead-reinforced
concrete roof topped with an additiona 25
feet of rock and seven feet of earth.

Its crestion began in the early 1950'sin

direct response to the Cold War.
Gen. CurtisE. LeMay, aformer

R ———

commander of operations a \Westover in the
1940's, was gppointed commander of
Strategic Air Command in 1948. In April
1955, SAC officidly took command of
Westover.

SAC'sresponsibility wasto ddliver
retdiatory strikesin the event of a Soviet
nuclear atack. The primary steto carry out
the misson was Offutt AFB, Neb., SAC's
headquarters.

) Fg%ogn]izingtha the grovdigswwld e
drike Offutt first in hopes roying t
nation'sability toretdiate, SAC needed
numerous aterndive commeand Stesto
ensureits capability of carrying out its
mission.

For this purpose, Westover’s bunker
was cregted.

Known officidly asthe Westover
Communications
Annex, operationsbegan
in 1956. Had war
ensued, the bunker’s
soliddesignenabled it to
withstand an attack that
v(\:/hquld haveflattened

icopee.

“Numerouslocd
congtruction companies
poured thousands of
pounds of concrete and
built the bunker inonly
3to4days” sadAaon
Hayden, Amherst
Colleg€schief physicd
plant engineer who
oversees the bunker’s
maintenance.

SO scret were its
operations, even those
who sarved in the
bunker knew little of the
fadlity.

Harry Wolfe, a
retired Air Force
intelligence officer anda
current South Hadley
resdent, served as
Offutt’'s command
center tour guide before
coming to Westover
from 1961-1963.

“Thewholetimel
was here a Westover |

photo by SrA. TR. ouellette had noinvolvement with

NOOKS AND CRANNIES - Long rows of shelving are in place  the Punker- Very few
ready to accommodate books and documents in a protected  did,” Wolfesad.

environment. The cavernous open spaces and controlled

climate are ideal for archivists.

Rememberinghis
days at Offutt, Wolfe sad
tours were not extendve.

He sad vistors saw very little because most
areas were highly restricted, only those who
worked in certain areas were dlowed entry,
Wolfesad.

“Even asaguidel was nr%/er glowed to
go near many, many arees,” he said.

Aaron Hayden, Amhers, has heard
many smilar accounts.

He sad retired officerstdl him thet when
they worked in the bunker they dways
needed an escort. They would report to duty,
an officer would bring them to their worksta:
tion, which they were never to leave urtil
they were escorted out of the bunker a the
end of their day. The only area of the bunker
they saw was thelr own specific work area.
They had no ideawhat was happening in the
room right next to them, Hayden said.

The bunker was crucid to SAC
communicationsduring the Cuban Missile
Crigisin October 1962.

AsSAC evolved inthe 1960s, its
operaionswould be dradtically affected a
Westover. In 1968, the bunker was closed.
Only two yearslater, SAC pulled itsEighth
Air Force heedquarters out of Westover. In
1974, SAC turned contral of the base over to
the Air Force Reserve.

Once an ardent defender of America, the
two-story, climate-controlled bunker, dong
with its 44,000 square feet of storage space,
isproving to be an excdlent defender of
something completely different.

Today, the bunker protects vduable
books and periodicdsfor fiveloca colleges.
The geady climate, kept a a congtant cool
temperature of 68 degrees Fahrenheit with
regulated humidity, isabook’s perfect
defender againg the harm of nature's
dements.

The bunker’s transformetion Started in
the late 1980'swhen Amherst College was
facing a severe shortage of library space and
had few options available to correct the
problem.

Origind estimatesto enlargetheir current
library were set at $26-$29 million. College
trustees not only balked a the steep price, but
aso found downscaled estimates, totaling
$12 million, too expensiveaswell, said the
Librarianof Amherst College, WillisE.
Bridegam. But adoable remedy soon
presented itsalf when the trustees learned that
the Westover bunker was available.

In 1992, Amherst College bought the
bunker from the Federal Reserve for
$510,000, or $11.59 per square foot.

The bunker will ultimately store more
than 500,000 books and periodicas.

“It's a success gory. We were thrilled



ENTER HERE - The main entrance once held 3-foot-thick lead doors. They are gone now, sold for scrap. photo by SrA. TR. Ouellette

about the bunker. And it costs us one fourth  tourist destination. reminder of the Cold War's dark menace, the
the expense to house these books in the The bunker may never have performed  Air Force'sfaithful resolve to defend the
bunker than here on campus,” Bridegam the task for which it was created, but even  nation, and Westover’s critical rolein meeting
sad. today, serves as anoble and permanent thechdlenge.

In recent years, the bunker has been

completely restored. Over nine miles of
shelving, standing 12-feet tal, fill roomsthat
once housed colossal antique computers.
All that remains from the bunker’s
military daysisaglass-enclosed bacony
overlooking the war room, asign thet reeds
“Senior Battle Saff Only,” and astash of old
“girlie’ megazinesarmen hidinto acrawl
pace. “We have a0 kept the bunker’s 1962
renovation blueprints,” Hayden said.
Amhergt Collegeinvitedlocd colleges
Hampshire, Mount Holyoke, Smith and the
Univerdty of Massachusetts to use the
bunker, forming the Five College Library

Depodtory.

The addition of the other colleges
strengthens an existing spirit of collaboration
between the schools, but dso heped Amherst
College with procuring grants to cover over
$1 million in renovation costs aso used to
help defray the cogts of trandferring the
books from the schools to the bunker.
Amherst will kegp ownership and lease about
10,000 suare feet to the other schools.

Many retired military members express
interest in touring the bunker, but the college
has no plansin turning the bunker into a

photo courtesy of Amherst College

BALCONY OF HISTORY - The above balcony is the bunker’s only significant remaining
element from the SAC era. The balcony overlooks the former war room.



Growing demand stretches Patriot Honor Guard thin

by SA. TR.

Ouedllette

Asthereputetion
of the Westover Petriot
Honor Guard continues
to grow, so does the
demand for its
services.

Indeed, sncethe
Sept. 11 terrorist
atacks on America,
patriotism soared
nationwide. Asaresult,
an unprecedented
grovv(tjh in Honor
Guar ances
foIIO\NeaE‘i[,)%e&OO
percent from the
previousyear. Although
the Honor Guard
dwaysappearedin
various community
parades and ceremo-
nies, aswel as base
protocol events, never ’
Inthelr 22-year higory |
has the demand been
0 high.

In addition, the
Honor Guard has seen a
massveincreesein the
rendering of military
honors a funerds, the
Honor Guard'smain
mission.

Covering aregion of more than 90,000
square miles, with Hanscom AFB’s Patriot
Honor Guard, Westover’s Peatriot Honor
Guardisresponsblefor military funerd
honorsin aseven-dae area. Ladt year done,
Westover’s Patriot Honor Guard rendered
military honors at nearly 100 funerds,
averaging about two per week.

The 2002 total of military funerd honors
nearly doubled those from 2001. In thefirst
quarter of fiscal year 2003 done, the Honor
Guard has rendered military funera honors at
40 separate occasions, cdlearly indicating the

rowth is continuing. “The increase in

unerd activity can be attributed to three
factors” said MSgt. Thomeas Roe, superin-
tendent of Westover’s Patriot Honor Guard.

In January 2000, Congress passed
legidation that mandated al veterans, not just
retirees, are entitled to military funera honors.
Also, the somber redity ismany of our

|

Reservists interested in becom-
ing a ceremonial guardsman of
the Honor Guard should stop by
Bldg. 3284 near the Fairview
Gate, or call Ext. 3342.

L

o
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World War || veterans are passing away,
Roesad.

According to Air Force gatistics, more
than 1,500 World War 11, Korean, and
Vietnam veterans passaway daily nationwide.
That number is expected to pesk a 2,500
daily nationwidein 2006. Honor guards
nationwide are dready performing at more
and more funerds, Roe said.

Thethird reason for more military
funerd honorsisthe opening of the Massa
chusetts Veterans Cemetery last year in
Agawam.The new cemetery seemsto have
stimulated avareness and heightened interest
inobtaining military funeras.

Asif theincreases aren't chalenging
enough, it comes at atime when Honor
Guard's membership has decreased, athough
for justifiable reasons.

Since Sept. 11, Honor Guard member-
ship has remained just under 40 members,
while 18 were activated for the War on
Terror. Twelve were recently activated for
the War in Irag, shrinking the available
membership needed to meet the Honor
Guard's mission.

“It is always understood thet the Honor
Guard isdrictly avolunteer assgnment and
srvice to on€'s unit must come first,” Roe
sad. “It does make it harder to meet our

photo by A1C Alison Rodgers

PRECISION PRACTICING - Westover Patriot Honor Guard firing party members constantly practice for upcoming
events. The Honor Guard faces a growing commitment to military events largely attributed to a passing generation
of World War Il veterans.

commitments, but it's understandable.
Fortunately, not dl of the members activated
were deployed so many units made sacrifices
and dlowed these membersto be released for
funerds. I'm grateful to these units. Without
them we could not have achieved our
misson.”

Roe lauded many from Westover for
their assstance.

“The support has been tremendous.
Transportation provides us vehides, co-
workers and immediate supervisors have
been undergtanding with the workload, and
the first sergeants, chiefs, and commanders
fromdl the ur?ejts hglve%een vr?ey, very d
supportive,” he said.. “Plus, the spouses
family members have been very patient and
understanding.”

Of course, additional memberswould
help ease the demands facing the Honor
Guard, Roesad.

“Wearelooking to bring in more people
to the Honor Guard, particularly if anyone
can play thebugle” hesaid.

Training for the Honor Guard is a.one-
week course held & Westover. Members
receive goplicable pay and alowances, points
towards retirement, free uniforms, free dry
deaning, and the privilege of weering the
digtinctive Honor Guard badge.



Mission on the “J”

model of the famous airlifter.

photosby M Sgt. W.C. Pope

Above, MSgt. Nancy Clegg, left, and Capt. Denise Claffey, 439" AES, discuss
aeromedical evacuation procedures aboard a C-130J Hercules. Right, AES
members discuss the April 26 mission with the Hercules in the background.
The B UTA mission was one of the first times that AES has trained on the “J”

Air Force launches new Parent Pin outreach program

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Secretary of the Air Force James G
Roche and Air Force Chief of Staff General John P Jumper officialy
launched anew Air Force outreach program on May 7. The programis
designed to thank parents of dl airmen for supporting their military
service.

Secretary Roche and Generd Jumper presented USAF
Parent Pinsto the parents of one active duty airman, oneAir
Nationa Guard airmanand oneAir ForceReserve Command
arman.

The presentations took place in the office of the Secre-
tary of the Air Force.

The Parent Pin program gives every Air Force member

unity toregister onlineand request aletter of thanks
Jomtys ned by Secretary Roche and Generd Jumper be sent to up to
ents(or parenta figures).

IndudedW|ththeIetterSW|II belapd pinsdisplaying the letter “ P’
cradled intheAir Force symbol. Parents are asked to wear their pinsas
signs of support for their children’'s military service,

“Military service is no longer arite of passage” said Secretary  servi

Roche. “We now have an entire generation of Americans who do not
understand the military culture. The Parent Pin can narrow the gulf
between those who serve and the community &t large. It opens the

door for the parents of our airmen to explain to otherswhet their chil-
dren are doing for the Air Force and what the Air Force has done for
their children.”

The Parent Pins are a contemporary adaptation of the World War
I1“E” flags that were used to recognize companies for con-
tributions to the war effort. They are presented to parentson
dlspleycadsthataplanthelrllr%e

The accompanying letter ress recipients and air-
men by name and are intended to communicate to parents
theimportance of their children’smilitary service, to express
sincere gratitude for parents continued support, and to con-
vey a sense of partnership between the Air Force and the
parents of America's armen.

“Itisinthebest interest of our nation to deve op public understand-
ing of the Air Force's misson and objectives” sad Secretary Roche.
“The parents of our airmen might not always understand our mission,
but they nonetheless are helping us meet our objectives through their
continuing support of their sons and daughters - the men and women

ing today, and those who decide to serve in the future.”

The point of contact at Westover is CCM Sgt. Jeffrey B. Sherwin,
430th AW Command Chief Master Sergeant. He may be reached at
Ext. 2214. Hise-mail isjeffrey.sherwin@westover.af.mil.

IRAQ continued from page 3

No latrines, no showers, no laundry and just MREswith water. Wed so
don’'t have much for persond supplies. I've since learned what we
redly need to survive, and that’s many years of good training with the
439" AES and others at Westover ARB. We ve been ableto do our job
with just that, a cell phone and a couple of borrowed cots,” he wrate.

OnApril 18, Capt. Cd wrote: “We moved one urgent patient last
night, three patients the night before, and two the night before
that...we ve moved patients nearly every day with the little we have.”

Threedayslater hewrote “We ve had two casudtiesfrom hogtile
fire, and dl the rest have been injuries. The wordt thing is the rain. It

ransevery two or three days, and everythi
oet sbouterytwo inches ofd%/ud stud<?g"[[he
from waking 10 feet.

“We had asmdll stream of water flowing through our tent. Even
with sandbags and trenches, ther€'s just no way to stop the water.”

Capt. Cd concluded an e-mail to Chief Sherwinwith advice based
on hishard experience.

“Please let others know that the most important survival assgt is
good training and complete notes. Anything dseisjug ‘froging onthe
cake” Capt. Cd wrote.

getscoveredinmud. You
om of your boots, just
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SALUTE TO RETIREES - The May 3 Retiree Appreciation and Memorial Day Ceremony
recognized military and civilian employees of Westover who recently retired
from their service to America. Each of the retirees received a certificate of
appreciation from Brig. Gen. Martin M. Mazick, 439th AW commander. The Chicopee
High School Band also performed for the ceremony.

'b L

photo by MSgt. W.C. Pope

42" APS to hold retirement party for commander

The 42" Aerid Port Squadron invites Westover people to honor squadron
commander Lt. Cal. James P Carey in hisretirement. The retirement party will be
held on June 7 a Heidi’'s Restaurant in South Hadley.

Dinner will be served from 6-7 p.m. followed by presentations from 7:30-9
will conclude the party from 9 p.m. to midnight.

S*pgu son and attire is business casud. Those people interested in
attending the party Id RSVP by June 2 to Mgs. James Finneran or Thomas

p.m. Danci
Cogt is$15 per

Clark at Ext. 3276.

Carey has been areservid for 28 years. He has been the 42nd commander

since May 1996.

Beauty visit

FROM THE TROOPS - Miss USA, Susie Castillo,
accepts a439" AMXS coin and squadron T-shirt from
SSgt. Kara B. Davis, an AMXS crew chief, during
Castillo’s visit to Westover on April 25. During her
two-hour visit, Castillo greeted troops returning
from Operation Iraqi Freedom troops in the
passenger terminal where she autographed
photos.

photo by M Sgt. W.C. Pope

New chief aims to expand cooperation with area departments

by SA.T.R.
Ouedllette

Dueto animpres-
sve resume and fresh
from winning two Sg-
nificant awards, an
eight-year veteran of
Westover's Fire De-
partment was sdlected
asitsnew fire chief.

Charlie Van
Gorden was promoted
tothepostionofficidly
onApril 20.

Prior to serving here, Van Gorden served
in the fire departments a GriffissAFB, N.Y.
for eight years and Madmstrom AFB, Mont.
for four.

Herecently earned boththeAir Force Re-

Van Gorden

serve Command's* Best Civilian Fire Officer
of the Year” and Westover’s* Civilian Super-
visor of Quarter” (Firgt quarter-2003).

At 39,Van Gorden may be one of the
youngeﬁ fire chiefs serving in the Air Force

Resarve.

Contributing to hisselection asfire chief,
Van Gorden is currently the only member of
Westover’s62-member firedepartment tohave
achieved the Department of Defensg's high-
est levels of certification in every category in
the fire prevention occupation.

“I'm to have been sdlected, but a
fire chief doesn't make the department. The
department makesthe manager. | can only be
asgood asthey areand we haveavery knowl-
edgeebleand experienced gaff,” Van Gorden

TheneNchlef dreedy hasset somegods
for the basg's fire department.

Hismain, long-term godl isto changethe

impression that the department exists only to
fight fires. Hewould prefer his department be
known as “Westover’s Fire and Emergency
Sarvices Department” because of the many
non-fire related problemsthey handle.

“If thereis a problem, we want to be the
ones you cdl,” Van Gorden sad. “We have
EMTson duty 24 hours every day, we arethe
only department in the loca area certified in
technical rope rescue (used for high angle/
confined space rescues), and as of June 1,
every oneof our firedepartment memberswill
be certified  the highest level of hazardous
materid training,” hesad.

Hisshort-term godl isto expand thetradi-
tion of cooperation with community fire de-
partments.

“Without ever hurting our misson needs
here, I'd like to strengthen our relationships
with locd fire departments for the benefit of
our community,” Van Gorden said.



Rank:
Age: 49

SSqt.

Unit: 439th CES

Favorite sport:

|deal vacation:

spend

Patriot People

Name: William Powers

Address. Warrensburg, N.Y.

Position: Firefighter/driver

Civilian position: Correction officer
Favorite food: Surf and turf

Years of service: 26

Baseball

Favorite hobby: Collecting baseball cards
Home with family

Best way to relax: Work out

Preferred entertainment: Watching my boy play sports
Favorite hero: The Duke

Favorite music: Classic rock

Favorite movie: Quiet Man

Favorite aircraft: AC-130

Pet peeve: People who think they’re better
What | would doif if I won $1 million: Kids' college and

photo by SrA. T.R. Ouellette

SSgt. William Power's

Patriot Praises

Enlistments:

SSgt. Didomenico, Guy
SSgt. Gambino, Earl G.

SSgt. Podkowka, Matthew D.

SSgt. Poulin, Jacqueline R.
SSgt. Roberts, Jason E.
SrA. Bentley, Seven P.
SrA. Herbert, Paul J.

SrA. Langevin, Robert L., Jr.
SrA. Monita, EduardoR.

A1C Anderson, Christopher J.

A1C Coleman, Darrél I.
A1C Darisse, Matthew F.
A1C Dillon, Michad B., Jr.
A1C Echeverri, Yurany
AI1C Finn, Dani€l J.

A1C Green, Skylet W.

A1C Guilbeaux, Chrystopher J.

A1C Holness, Warren A.
A1C Isaacs, Justin L.

A1C Jones, Michae B.
A1C Kilnapp, Joshua B.G.
A1C Koniszewski, Joseph X.
A1C Kostiuk, Geoffrey S.
A1C Kulewicz, Michelle H.
AI1C Leonard, Jason Ernest
A1C Martin, Christopher S.
AI1C Park, NicholasY.

AI1C Pinkerton, James R.
A1C Rosa, RobertoR.

A1C Sephan, Ronald L.

A1C Swindlehurst, Matthew J.

A1C Teixeira, Robert

A1C Willis, Shane D.
Amn.Avery, Robert J., Jr.
Amn. Page-Herd, Amesia C.

ABHardy-Martin,MatoacaV.

AB Hiserodt, Andrew C.
AB Kumar, SoniaK.
AB Sullivan, Carla J.
Newly Assigned:

2" Lt. Romanoff, MariaR.

24 Lt. Watkins, Christopher D.

Reassigned:

MSgt. Devaney, Mary C.

M Sgt. Frigugliett, Albert J.

M Sgt. Jackson, Herald J.
M Sgt. Newton, Edward R.
M Sgt. Whelan, Patrick T.
TSat. Blake, Rabert P.
TSgt. Delisle, Neil A.
TSgt. Dunton, Lovell H.
TSgt. Hall, CurtisA.
TSgt. Johnson, Keith A.
TSgt. Matherson, Gary M.
TSgt. Reed, Allan S, Jr.

TSgt. Shannon, John J., Jr.

TSat. Tiberii, Louis J.
SSgt. Valley, Thomas P.

Awards and Decorations

Air Force Achievement Medal
MSgt. Daniel P. Berry

MSgt. Joseph E. Fitzgibbon
MSgt. Steven E. Ross

MSgt. Edward M. Sierzego, Jr.
TSgt. Scott S. Crawford

TSgt. Charlene K. Delesline
TSgt. Steven C. King

TSgt. Zona P. Sabatino

TSgt. Daniel S. Strauser
TSgt. Thomas W. Zahm

Meritorious Service Medal
SMSgt. Michael L. Wentworth
MSgt. Paul Hausman

MSgt. Michael J. O’Hearn

Capt. Hutchinson, David E.
Capt. Travalent, Michae A.
M Sgt. Evers, ElaineA.
TSgt. Lussier, Eugene D.
SSgt. Vader boncoeur, Kevir
SrA. Anderson, Robert J., Ji
SrA. Basstt, Adam B.

SrA. Bayot, Joannalyn C.
SrA. Pickering, Jesse T.
A1C Martin, Shelly A.

Retired:

SM Sgt. Robert, John F.

The PATRIOT is a monthly base newspaper for and about Westover reservists and civilians. The deadline for each issue is the end of the A UTA

one month before each issue’s publication. To encourage story ideas and other suggestions, contact the Public Affairs staff at
patriot.editor@westover.af.mil or (413) 557-2020. The PA office is located in Bldg. 1850, located on Patriot Avenue.




Bird watchers flock to Westover to view winged friends

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

We vegot theupland sandpiper. That might
not sound like much, but to abirder, an upland
sandpiper isgold.

Eighteen birders, known as bird watchers
in the vernecular, came to Westover on April
28 to see the upland sandpiper and other birds
that nest here or migrate through Westover.
sendAt Ieat;thwrc])eof the birds here, the upland

piper and the grasshopper sparrow, areon
the endangered list. The grasshopper sparrow
wasn't scheduled to arrive here until mid-May.

Lt.Cal. DavidT.Moore, 439th Airlift Wing
Chief of Safety, escorted the birders.

“They would have liked to have seen the
or sparrow, but they were delighted
to seethe upland sandpiper. They’ remuch less
common because of the reduction of grass-
land in Massachusetts” he said.

They ds0 saw two wild turkeysand ared
tailed hawk on base.

Easthampton VFW

donates $200 to USO

The Easthampton Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 3422 recently donated $200 to the
Pioneer Valey Chapter of the United Services
Organization a \Westover.

Two World War 1l veterans, James
Zedonisand Water Sparko, delivered the
check to Sandy Wakefidd, executive director
of thePioneer Valey USO.

TheUSO hals kept aconstanrt] pr?fsence
a Westover supplying tr with coffee,
doughnuts, gtﬁggref?gﬁmetns as they
mﬁde@ their way oversess or rr](éturn home.
TheUSOr ion areain the passenger
terminalhaseggrptned praise from scores of
visitors since the surge of operations began a
Westover in February.

Other lesscommon birdswhich they may
have been|ooking for include the hooded mer-
ganser, which arrives at the end of February;
thenorthern parula, fromlateApril throughMay;
and the esgtern

Thh%woul dertlja/e g?en pt;aétllcéél arly fortu-
nateto have spotted a yellow bellied sapsucker
that ishere for afew \)//veeksinApriI and May
andrelurnsinthefdl. Thecommonyelowthroat
isan uncommon bird thet was dueto arrivein
mid-May.

Westover contains the largest contiguous

grasdand in the northeast, 1,600 acres of the
2,600 acres of theindallation.

A largewetland complex created by Stony
Brook and Wede L ake coversthe northeastern
part of the base. Grasdands, pine plantations,
forested wetlands, sedge meadows and cran-
berry bogs provide varied habitat.

Moore and others here work with the
Massachusetts Divison of Fishand Wildlifeto
protect the birds. Large sections of grasdand
are off-limits to protect them during breeding
season.

June 26 - Employer Appreciation Day

Reservist’s name, rank and unit:

Reservist’s home address:

Employer’'s name and title:

Reservist's daytime telephone number:

Employer’s company name/address:

Lunch for employer:  YES NO

Lunch for reservist: YES

NO

Signature

lunderstand that | may nominate one person annually, and only an individual who
is my supervisor, foreman, manager, etc.

(Falsification of information on this form can be punishable under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice.)

Return this form to:
439th Airlift Wing/ Public Affairs, 100 Lloyd St., East Wing, Suite 103
Westover ARB, Mass. 01022-1825

PATRIOT

www.afrc.af.mil/439aw

June UTA schedule
A UTA June 7-8
B UTA June 21-22

Published monthly for Patriots like SrA. Jenilee
Shea, Auburn, Mass,, and 2,448 members of the
439%th AW at Westover ARB, and geographically
separated units.
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